


I ’M AT HOME

Dear friends, 

Earlier this year, while at Minneapolis Avenues, I overheard a young person in the hallway 

talking on their phone, saying “No, I haven’t left yet, I’m still at home.” This casual line and the 

sentiment behind it struck me. It’s what we want every young person at Avenues to feel, that 
while they are with us that they are at home.

Over the course of this last year, much of the pre-pandemic life has 
returned to Avenues. We have been building back to full capacity,  
while maintaining emergency quarantine spaces. We have resumed  
activities that not only support the youth in their journeys, but that  
also create the homey and familial atmosphere that makes  
Avenues so special. 

It is often the small things that create the biggest impact. For example:

• Taylor, a Youth Support Specialist at Brooklyn Avenues, coming in on a day off to decorate 
the door of a young man who didn’t think anyone would remember his birthday. 

• LaReina, a Youth Advocacy and Engagement Specialist at Minneapolis Avenues, starting a 
walking club and getting several youth outside twice a week to explore their neighborhood 
and take photos. 

• Maia, with ConneQT, diligently delivering bikes to every youth staying in our community-
based housing program. 

• Karesia, the Young Families Program Manager, scheduling her young moms to have a photo-
shoot with their little ones for Mother’s Day. 

It is a continuous source of pride for Avenues that we have staff who are so dedicated to the 
success of young people. 

The number of young people that we supported was slightly lower than in past years, but we 
know that this was due in part to the longer than average stays in programs. We are so proud 
that 71% of youth transitioned from Avenues programs to stable housing and are on a pathway 
to achieving their dreams and goals.

As we look forward to the future and as we continue to explore ways to deepen our impact, we 
are determined to make sure that every youth who comes through our doors knows that this is 
their home for as long as they stay with us. With your support, your ideas, your work, and your 
love we know that Avenues will continue to succeed in our mission. 

Best regards, 

Katherine Meerse, Ph.D.
Executive Director 

“It’s just like your own house if you 

were to stay here.”

- Tia, a former youth of Avenues
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